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Tourism industry is regarded as making contribution to the growth of national
economy by earning foreign exchange, creating employment opportunities, attracting
social investment, bringing related industries, narrowing the wealth gap and so on
for a long time. Therefore, the 12th Five-year plan included fully integrating tourism
industry into the national strategy system, and promoting it to strategic pillar industry
of the national economy. And the 13th Five-year plan continued to emphasize the
importance of fostering tourism industry into an important driver of economic
transformation and upgrading. However, domestic and foreign scholars’ researches on
whether tourism development can accelerate economic growth and its convergence or
not obtained lots of different conclusions.
This thesis takes Bohai economic rim’s 17 cities’ domestic tourism income,
inbound tourism income, per capita GDP and some related variable indicators from
2001 to 2015 as the research object. Based on summarizing the existing literature
results and relevant theories, constructing the fixed effect panel data model to explore
the impact direction and extent of domestic and inbound tourism development on
economic growth by applying the multivariate econometric methods. Exploring Bohai
region and its sub-regions’ differences variation trend and the influence of tourism
development on economic growth convergence by calculating related indicators and
constructing the convergence test models then. The research findings are as follows:
We find that the domestic tourism development in Bohai economic rim has a
significant positive effect on economic growth, and it is a one-way Granger reason of
economic growth. While the positive effect of inbound tourism development on
economic growth is not significant. The differences of the economic growth tends to
be reduced in Bohai region and three sub-regions. Besides, the disparity of economic
growth within those three sub-regions are larger than the disparity between the
regions. σ convergence, β absolute convergence and β conditional convergence are















to a decline of the economic convergence coefficient’s absolute value, which means
tourism development restrains economic growth convergence in general. In addition,
domestic tourism development leads to a decline in economic growth rate, while
inbound tourism development can promote economic growth rate, but the former one
has much significant effect degree.
This thesis has made several contributions: first of all, the research narrows the
study scale to concentrate in analyzing 17 prefecture level cities, enriches the research
results of related filed in middle or small scale. Second, the research segments tourism
development variable into domestic and inbound tourism, and explores the further
influence of tourism development on economic growth rate and economic growth
convergence on the basis of explores the impact of tourism development on economic
growth, makes the research results more comprehensive. Finally, according to the
empirical analysis results and the current development situation of Bohai region, this
thesis puts forward several targeted regional tourism development policy suggestions,
includes: Increasing the invest of tourism industry, promoting the development of
domestic tourism, adjusting the structure of tourism industry, enhancing the regional
cooperation mechanism, and supporting the development of backward area.
















































































































































1.1 Research Background..................................................................................... 1
1.2 Research Meaning........................................................................................... 2
1.2.1 Theoretical Meaning................................................................................2
1.2.2 Practical Meaning....................................................................................2
1.3 Research Target and Contents....................................................................... 3
1.3.1 Research Target....................................................................................... 3
1.3.2 Research Contents................................................................................... 3
1.4 Research Method and Technology Roadmap............................................... 4
1.4.1 Research Method.....................................................................................4
1.4.2 Technology Roadmap..............................................................................5
1.5 Research Innovations...................................................................................... 6
Chapter2 Literature Review................................................................................8
2.1 Concept Definition...........................................................................................8
2.1.1 Tourism Industry..................................................................................... 8
2.1.2 Economic Growth....................................................................................8
2.1.3 Economic Growth Convergence ........................................................... 9
2.2 Economy Effect of Tourism Development.....................................................9
2.3 Tourism Development and Economic Growth............................................11
2.3.1 Correlation Analysis Method.................................................................11
2.3.2 Static Index Method.............................................................................. 11
2.3.3 Time Series Model.................................................................................12
2.3.4 Panel Data Model.................................................................................. 13
2.4 Tourism Development and Economic Growth Convergence.................... 14
2.5 Summary of Literature Review....................................................................15















3.1 Economic Growth Theory............................................................................ 17
3.1.1 Classical Economic Growth Theory......................................................17
3.1.2 Neoclassical Economic Growth Theory................................................17
3.1.3 New Economic Growth Theory............................................................ 18
3.2 Externality Theory........................................................................................ 19
3.3 Multiplier Theory.......................................................................................... 19
3.4 Growth Pole Theory...................................................................................... 20
3.5 The Convergence Hypothesis of Economic Growth...................................21
3.5.1 σ Convergence.......................................................................................21
3.5.2 β Absolute Convergence........................................................................22
3.5.3 β Conditional Convergence................................................................... 22
3.5.4 Club Convergence................................................................................. 23
3.6 Effect Mechanism..........................................................................................24
3.6.1 Positive Effect Mechanism....................................................................24
3.6.2 Negative Effect Mechanism.................................................................. 27
4 Study on Tourism Development's effect on Economic Growth.........30
4.1 Indicator Selection and Research Design.................................................... 30
4.1.1 Model Construction...............................................................................30
4.1.2 Indicator Selection and Data Resources................................................30
4.1.3 Research Design....................................................................................32
4.2 Research Method...........................................................................................32
4.2.1 Panel Unit Root Test..............................................................................32
4.2.2 Panel Co-Integration Test...................................................................... 33
4.2.3 Panel Co-Integration Estimation........................................................... 34
4.2.4 Granger Causality Test.......................................................................... 34
4.3 Overview of the Research Region................................................................ 35
4.3.1 Overview and Definition of the Research Region.................................35
















4.4.1 Variable Statistical Description............................................................. 38
4.4.2 Result of Unit Root Test........................................................................ 39
4.4.3 Result of Co-Integration Test................................................................ 40
4.4.4 Result of Co-Integration Estimation......................................................41
4.4.5 Result of Granger Causality Test...........................................................43
5 Study on Tourism Development's effect on Convergence................... 45
5.1 Research Design.............................................................................................45
5.1.1 Research Idea........................................................................................ 45
5.1.2 Research Model and Indicator Selection...............................................45
5.2 Variation Trend of Bohai Rim's Economic Disparity................................ 47
5.2.1 Growth Rate of Per Capita GDP Variation............................................47
5.2.2 Theil Index Variation.............................................................................48
5.3 Empirical Research of Regional Economic Growth Convergence........... 52
5.3.1 σ Convergence Test............................................................................... 52
5.3.2 β Absolute Convergence Test................................................................ 54
5.3.3 β Conditional Convergence Test........................................................... 55
6 Policy Suggestions..............................................................................................59
6.1 Increasing the Invest of Tourism Industry..................................................59
6.2 Promoting the Development of Domestic Tourism.....................................60
6.3 Adjusting the Structure of Tourism Industry............................................. 60
6.4 Enhancing the Regional Cooperation Mechanism.....................................61
6.5 Supporting the Development of Backward Area........................................62
7 Conclusion............................................................................................................ 64
7.1 Research Conclusion..................................................................................... 64
7.2 Research Contribution..................................................................................65
































收入 3.42万亿元、国际旅游收入 1136.5亿美元，较上年分别增长 11.0%、13.0%
和 7.8%；全年国内旅游接待量 40亿人次、入境旅游接待量 1.34亿人次，分别比
上年增长 10.5%和 4.1%。旅游业的快速发展使其在吸引社会投资、创造就业机
会、赚取外汇收入等多方面为国民经济的发展做出了贡献。2015 年，我国旅游
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